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Iroquois nations, who are with the English, are
visibly on the decrease, on account of their incessant
quarrels and the use of Intoxicants supplied by The
english. It is for this reason that The more
provident abandon a country where they cannot
live peaceably, and come to settle among us.
Others who are accused of witchcraft are also obliged
to take refuge at Sault St. Louis, otherwise they
would be put out of the way at The first opportunity.
A family of agnie Iroquois have come but lately to
settle in our village. It is thus that the devil
Himself unwillingly becomes The occasion of the
salvation of these wretched fugitives by making it
less difficult for them to embrace christianity. The
instruction of the slaves is our hardest task, for they
seldom learn The Language Well, and it is very
hard to make Them understand what we would have
Them know. We have had here in The mission for
the last ten years a savage woman of the renard
nation, and she does not yet know how to speak Iro-
quois. Iroquoisand huronare The only two difficult
languages; we must, however, be familiar with
Them both in our mission, because all the prayers
are in huron. These two Languages have A com-
mon origin, but differ from each other as much as
french and spanish. All our savages understand
huron, and prefer It to Iroquois, although The
pronunciation is not so pleasing to the ear. Hence
it is that they do not care to recite their prayers
in Their own native Tongue. I told you that I
taught the children Their catechism, manuscript in
hand of course, for after ten months of study I cannot
be very proficient in Iroquois. I am beginning



